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Potential recreational access to the area can be
by footpath, canoe, boat and bridlepath. Compati ble separate settings could be created for such
diverse activities as recreational vehicle camping,
primitive camping, trails for the handicapped,
horseback riding, wildlife rehabilitation and ecological interpretation, canoe trails, swimming,
archaeological investigation and historic interpretation.

"But what of the land? It seems to me that the
earth may be borrowed but not bought. It may be
used, but not owned. It gives itself in response to
love and tending, offers its seasonal flowering and
fruiting. But we are tenants and not possessors,
lovers and not masters. Cross Creek belongs to the
wind and the rain, to the sun and the seasons, to
the cosmic secrecy of seed, and beyond all, to
time."
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, Cross Creek

'(

"Cross Creek is a bend in a country road, by land, and the flowing of Lochlqosa Lake into
Orange Lake, by water."

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, Cross Creek

I

This southeast Alachua County setting has endured as a lake and wetland system accessible to man, yet remote enough to harbor!nesting habitats for the shyest of endangered
waterfowl. Here early man expressed his spiritual ties to the earth and living things by building ceremonial mounds; later the vitality of Cross Creek daily life and natural surroundings
reemerged in the writings of Marjorie Kinna'n Rawlings. Today, the Rawlings homestead
and ancient Indian mounds stand as symbols of man's respect for the abundance, beauty and
balance of nature. For the future, both the cultural and the natural environments of this area
must be conserved for the mutual benefit of every species enjoying the bounty of the land.

.....

Cross Creek is a name and a place known worldw ide through the writings of Pulitzer Prize winner
M arj o ri e Kinnan Rawlings, who created a portra it
of the harmonious balance between th e place and
its p eopl e. The setting is an intricate interlocking
system of wetlands and forests surrounding two
lakes and their connecting creek. Today , as for
thou sands of years , this area remain s a haven for
man and a productive habitat for wildlife of every
d esc ription .
In recent years the nation has given priority to
th e preservation of wetlands as part of the effort to
c o nserve our diminishing water resources. The extensive wetlands of the Cross Creek area regulate
and cleanse the regional water supply as it flows
through the network of rivers , lakes, swamps and
marshes.

Lochloosa Lake is encircled by a 21 ,574 acre
tract of relatively unspoiled shoreline, owned by
th e Owens-Illinois Container Corporation and currently used for timber production. The tract is also
man aged as game habitat by the Florida Game and
Freshwater Fish Commission and is a popular recreation area for fishermen, hunters , boaters and
naturalists. Lochloosa and Orange Lakes and the
connecting creek form a nationally reknowned
fi sh ermen·s mecca which is frequently the site of
maj or fi::;h in g tou rnaments.
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Population pressures in the State of Florida
have reached Alachua County and are expected to
increase markedly in the years immediately ahead .
.Antic ipating this projected growth , Owens-Illinois
has proposed a large-scale urban development for
the Lochloosa tract. Whatever its outcome, the potential impact of such a proposal on the Cross
Creek area reveals the immediate need to set aside
lands for recreational and conservation use for a
rapidly growing population. The many resources of
the Lochloosa tract make it ideally suited to serve
the expanding recreational needs of the reg i on as
it adjusts to higher population densities.

